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by which they voluntarily send us copies; they make it part of
their Copyright Act to do that.
"Q. Do you think it would be at all a serious matter to waive this
right of yours with regard to the Colonies?
"A. Practically it might not be.
"Q. Personally you would not have any very strong objection?
"A. No, because we have never claimed against the Colonies; but
as a general principle I think it would be better to leave the
words wide.
"Q. Have you the same in India?
"A. Yes, we get copies from India.
"Q. Do you get the Indian publications?
"A. Yes.
"Q. As I understand that is practically the result of 5 & 6 Viet. c. 45,
sections 6,8,9, & 10: 'That a copy of the first edition and every
subsequent edition containing additions and alterations must
be delivered at the British Museum within a month after its
publication in any part of the United Kingdom, or within
twelve months of its publication in any other part of the British
dominions*?
"A. Yes.
"Q. That practically is the law now?
"A. That practically is the law now.
"Q. And I understand that though you do not really get books
from the Colonies, still there is no particular reason why you
should alter the law?
"A. No.
"Q. It might be desirable in some cases to have the law at your back?
"A. Yes.
"Q. You are not aware of having enforced any penalties in the
Colonies, I presume?
"A. I can say that we certainly have not.
"Q. I should like to ask you one question which is rather important.
Do you think that if you left it to the goodwill of the Colonies
as it is now, it would be wiser than to attempt to put in anything
like a penalty, which is often considered very obnoxious. It is a
question of discretion?
"A. I think that is for the Committee to decide, and not for me."
The Committee were unable to complete the inquiry, and the
Bill was dropped.
The evidence submitted to the above Select Committee by
Bodley's Librarian, MrE.W. B.Nicholson, is also worthy of repro-
duction here because it sheds light on the vexed problem of books
bearing both a London and a colonial imprint. Mr Nicholson said:
"I do not think we have any claim under the Act [1842] to books